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In compliance with Rules 1.97 and 1.98, and in ful- 



fillment of the duty of disclosure under Rule 1.56, the cited 
documents are made of record on the enclosed PTO Form-144 9. 



As the USPTO has waived the requirement under 37 CFR 



1.98(a) (2) (i) for submitting a copy of each cited U.S. patent 
and patent publication for applications filed after June 30, 
2003, copies of the cited U.S. references are not enclosed, as 
the present application is filed after June 30, 2003. Copies 
of the cited foreign patent documents and/or non-patent lit- 
erature are enclosed. 

A concise explanation of the relevance of these 
items is that these references were discovered during any 



Sir : 



S.N. 10/693,902 

searches our client or their client had made, or that they 
were considered in the preparation of the application. 

These documents are considered to belong to the 
technical background with regard to the present application 
due to the fact that none of them discloses or suggests a con- 
stant-force device comprising the characteristic of a stop 
wheel arranged on the intermediate second pinion of an indi- 
rect-second mechanism as claimed in the present application. 

In the following paragraphs, these documents will be 
treated in more detail one by one. 

The document EP 1 319 997 concerns a constant-force 
device assuring continuous transmission of force from a lever 
wheel to the driving organ of the watch, that device being in 
particular adapted to be integrated into a tourbillon mecha- 
nism. However, that device does not disclose the above men- 
tioned characteristic. 

The Swiss patent CH 353 679 describes a constant- 
force escapement having, as usual, stop- and escape wheel and 
a lever. However, the document does not contain any specifi- 
cation that the device is designed to work in connection with 
an indirect-second mechanism, and therefore does not disclose 
the above mentioned characteristic. 

The documents CH 223 109, CH 166 265, US 975 959, CH 
244 096, CH 98 828, CH 120 028 and CH 1 847 (corresponding to 
US 416 804) concern further examples of constant force devices 
and do not disclose the claimed invention, neither. Some of 
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these documents are available in English language. 

In the annexed pages taken from the book "Eine Uhr- 
macherdynastie aus Dresden" of Reinhard Meis, a constant-force 
device is described, too. That device however does not com- 
prise the characteristic of a stop wheel arranged on the in- 
termediate second pinion of an indirect-second mechanism as 
claimed in the present application, neither. 
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